










































12 

Downtown Master Plan for the City of Dieppe       WSP Canada Inc. 
 June 2017 

DOWNTOWN DIEPPE BACKGROUND AND EXISTING CONTEXT REPORT 

The Background and Existing Context Report was written to understand population, demographics, and 
development trends as well as existing condition of land uses and connection for the City of Dieppe. This 
report serves as an informative piece which this final Master Plan Study has considered and used as a 
framework. The following are key highlights from the Background and Existing Context Report. 
 

�ƒ The City of Dieppe has experienced significant population growth over the last 20 years.  

�ƒ In 2011, the City of Dieppe has a young population (median age of 36.9 years) relative to the 
surrounding Westmorland County (median age 41.4 years) and the province of New Brunswick 
(median age 43.7 years). 

�ƒ In 2011, the median household income (after tax) was considerably higher in Dieppe compared 
to those in Westmorland County and the province as a whole. In 2011, the National Household 
Survey recorded over $60,000 as the median household income (after tax) for Dieppe. 
Westmorland County and the New Brunswick each recorded median household incomes (after 
tax) as being $49,300 and $47,300 respectively.  

�ƒ In 2011, the National Household Survey reported that 95% of residents in the City of Dieppe 
travelled to work in a personal motor vehicle (either as a passenger or as a driver). 

�ƒ The City of Dieppe provides financial incentives to private developers who contribute to the 
development of the downtown area in ways that increase the value of land. Such incentives 
include the reduction of land purchase price from the city, subsidies for underground parking 
spaces, and incentives for unique ventures at Place 1604 that contribute to the public realm. 

�ƒ Building permit value in the downtown core averaged $2.6 million over the five years ending in 
2015. Construction values in the downtown area reached an all-time high of $12 million in 2016. 

�ƒ Residential development accounted for approximately 60% of total permit value during the five 
year period ending in 2015. 
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PUBLIC TRANSIT 

Codiac Transpo operates the public transit service within the Greater Moncton Area with three transit routes 
serving the City of Dieppe. CF Champlain serves as a transit hub and is serviced by a total of eight transit 
routes (including those that serve the City of Dieppe). There are currently 13 transit stops within the study 
area, with routes servicing Champlain St., Acadie Ave., Gauvin Rd., and Notre-Dame St. The existing bus 
stop coverage is sufficient to provide one bus stop within 400 metres of most areas of the downtown core 
with a stop for each of the three routes within 400 metres of Place 1604. Typical transit stop spacing 
throughout downtown Dieppe is about 300 metres although there are observed spacings of 500 metres 
along some routes. In addition to the three core routes, the City of Dieppe initiated taxi shuttle service in 
two areas of Dieppe that serve transfer points along routes #93 and #95: 
 

�ƒ The Champlain Shuttle serves the transfer point with route #93 along Dieppe Boulevard. 
�ƒ The Amirault shuttle services the route #95 stop at the intersection of chemin Fox Creek and rue 

Amirault. 
 
Transit ridership data for the Dieppe routes indicate that transit service is being used during the weekdays 
as well as middays on weekends. Ridership has been increasing at a pace that exceeds the population 
growth rate for the municipality. According to Codiac Transpo, average daily ridership between 2014 and 
2016 has increased over 9% annually across the three routes with each route increasing daily ridership by 
at least 6% annually. This high ridership growth compares to the average ridership increase throughout the 
Codiac Transpo network of around 2% and indicates that some drivers may be transitioning to transit for at 
least some of their trips, however these may not necessarily be originating or terminating in the downtown 
study area. The existing transit routes and transit stops within the study area are shown in Figure 4.3.  
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To enhance the right-of-way experience in the downtown, the following Opportunities (that were previously 
derived in the Downtown Dieppe Needs Assessment) should be considered. 

 

4. STREETSCAPING AND WALKABILITY OPPORTUNITIES 

Opportunity 4.1: Identify streets to pilot streetscaping improvement projects to enhance pedestrian realms and experiences. 
An obvious street suitable for such pilot projects would be Gauvin Road between Place 1604 and Marché 
de Dieppe 

Opportunity 4.2:   In the short-term, consider commissioning a streetscaping study to improve the pedestrian comfort and 
safety for major streets running through and around the study area (e.g. Champlain, Acadie Avenue, Notre-
Dame, etc.) 

Opportunity 4.3: For future road network extensions, ensure multiple users types are considered in right-of-way geometry. 
This includes the provisions of sidewalks, number of traffic lanes, pedestrian crossing points, active 
transportation facilities, public transit routes and stops, landscaping, tree placement, etc. 

Opportunity 4.4: Going forward, consult the future Dieppe Downtown Master Plan Design Guidelines for streetscaping 
design based on road network hierarchy. 

Opportunity 4.5:   Encourage and support more pedestrian activity, within a 300-400m radius, (or approximately 5-minute 
walk of Place 1604), through streetscape improvements that include safe separation of traffic lanes, tree 
planting, and other landscaping features.   

9. CULTURE FACILITIES AND PERFORMANCE SPACES OPPORTUNITIES 

Opportunity 9.3:   Consider contributions that can be made from the private sector to grow local culture and place-making 
initiatives (e.g. public art installation, funding for future cultural facilities or performances, etc.) in all future 
developments within the downtown area. 

Opportunity 9.4:   Continue to promote development that contributes to and supports the vibrancy of Place 1604. 
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5.1.2 STRATEGIC DIRECTION #2: INTEGRATE ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION  

On-street bicycle lanes provide the opportunity for cyclists to travel efficiently and safely through a city using 
the same routes as other vehicles. The lanes are marked with paint and signs, and can be separated from 
car traffic by physical barriers or simply by space. While the City of Dieppe has just over 35km of bike lanes, 
very few allow for north/south connections through downtown or bring the user directly into the downtown 
core. Upgrading existing bike lanes and installing new segments downtown is expected to improve cyclist 
safety and encourage others to engage in active transportation. The lanes may also improve business 
downtown, since cyclists are more likely to stop and enter a store or restaurant, and more likely to make 
frequent stops than a driver.  
 
The existing off-street trail system in Dieppe provides pedestrians and cyclists with another form of 
circulation and connections to many destinations within the downtown and the riverfront. The off-street trails 
have the potential of linking to on-street cycling and pedestrian zones to create a more integrated road and 
circulation network within downtown Dieppe. Figure 5.6 illustrates existing and planned trail connections 
through the study area as well as potential future connections to provide a more well-connected bicycle 
network. 




































































































































































































